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The day attracted 130 farmers of Khasi, Jaintia Hills and Ri-Bhoi districts. The queries of the farmers related
to crops and livestock sectors were addressed during the scientists- farmers’ interaction. During the field visit
farmers were also exposed to vertical cropping system, meadow orcharding and a variety of lesser known

crops viz. Yam Bean, Elephant foot yam etc.

On this occasion, Shri Daniel Ingty, Director Horticulture, Govt. of Meghalaya was the chief guest and
highlighted the issues like how to upgrade the production of Sohra oranges and Arecanut orchards. Apart
from this he also stressed the need for technologies for organic cultivation of horticultural crops and
subsequent marketing of the products. While addressing the farmers, Dr. S. V. Ngachan, Director ICAR
Complex Umiam lamented the efforts made by the institute. He asked the farmers to conserve the bio
resources for future generations. Regarding farmers’ rights he emphasized that ICAR will act as facilitator for
the farmers to register their crops under PPV&FRA act. He also stressed the need for secondary agriculture to
augment farm income. Dr. A. K. Singh, PPV&FRA Guwahati Office and Dr. A. K. Misra, Incharge, NBPGR,
Shillong also emphasized the need of the hour to register local crop genotypes for future commercial gains
and discussed about genome saviour award being conferred to farmers by Govt. of India. Shri Sarma Baruah,
SBI ICAR Complex Branch Manager, illustrated the role bank can play through agricultural credit cards and
loans for increasing agricultural production.



